[The histopathology of the trabecular section of the right branch of the bundle of His in chronic chagasic patients with a right bundle-branch block].
To evaluate possible morphological changes in chronic chagasic of the right bundle trabecular branch (RB) with right branch block (RBB) and to draw clinicopathological correlations. Eight RBB chronic chagasic septo-marginal trabeculae (SMT) (group A), six left branch block (LBB) chagasic SMT (group B) and six SMT from non-chagasics with no heart disease (group C) were analyzed. Every SMT was completely embedded in paraffin, sub-serially sectioned to the end of the paraffin-block and the sections were processed for pathological study. Right bundle branch trabecular segment mononuclear infiltrate and/or fibrosis were found for 87.5 (7/8) of group A, 50% (3/6) of group B and 16.6% (1/6) of group C. Moderate mononuclear infiltrate and fibrosis were noted respectively for 3 and 1 cases, from group A. For the remaining group A cases and for all the group B and C cases the mononuclear infiltrate and fibrosis were slight. The frequency and degree of RB lesions might explain some of RBB. On the other hand, the absence of lesions in one case RBB and the slight degree of RB lesions in chagasics with LBB and in one non-chagasic case indicate that sometimes it is not possible to establish electrocardiographic-pathological correlations after TSM histological examination.